
Basking verus non-basking tortoises: What’s the difference?

Basking tortoise:

• Direct sunlight
• Open, hot, dry locations
• Species include: Mediterranean, Chaco, Spider, 

Star, Sulcata, Leopard, Gopher, Radiated tortoise

Non-basking tortoise:

• Filtered sunlight
• Tropical forests, grasslands and forest fringes
• Species include: Redfoot, Yellowfoot, Impressed, 

Elongated, Hingeback tortoise, various box turtle 
species

Information presented is intended as a general guide and in no way 
represents finality on the subject. Owners and prospective owners 
are encouraged to continue learning about the animals in their care.
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